ESSAYS ON THE GITA

Arjuna should be governed by the ethical sense of
personal sin in slaughter or by the consideration
equally ethical of his public and social duty, the
defence of the Right, the opposition demanded by
conscience from all noble natures to the armed forces
of injustice and oppression? That question has been
raised in our own time and the present hour, and it
can be solved, as we solve it now, by one or other of
very various solutions, but all from the standpoint of
our normal life and our normal human mind. It
may be answered as a question between the personal
conscience and our duty to the society and the State,
between an ideal and a practical morality, between
"soul-force" and the recognition of the troublesome
fact that life is not yet at least all soul and that to take
up arms for the right in a physical struggle is some-
times inevitable. All these solutions are, however,
intellectual, temperamental, emotional; they depend
upon the individual standpoint and are at the best
our own proper way of meeting the difficulty offered
to us, proper because suitable to our nature and the
stage of our ethical and intellectual evolution, the best
we can, with the light we have, see and do; it leads
to no final solution. And this is so because it proceeds
from the normal mind which is always a tangle of
various tendencies of our being and can only arrive at
a choice or an accommodation between them, between
our reason, our ethical being, our dynamic needs, our
life-instincts, our emotional being and those rarer
movements which we may perhaps call soul-instincts
or psychical preferences. The Gita recognises that
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